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WASHINGTON Tbe Argentlna
may be busily building themselves an
atomic bomb. With such a weapon,
Argentina would be able to deal with
Great Britain on the Falkland Islands
as a nuclear equal, as well as menace’,
Chile in the dispute over islands at the
"tip of South Amerijca.

. According to ope U.S. intelligence
malysls a secret plan afoot in Buenos
Alres is to dfvert a ton of uranium from -
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cve of Argentina's atomic energy | That qustionisslmedmeum a= e i

plants to make enough plutonium for a
bomb, with po international inspection’
agency the wiser. This analysis, circu.’

lated widely in our Government since -

May, evaluates the supposed plan with

a curt *‘can be done. Planthas a 150-ton

annual capacity. Onetoncou_ld bedone
by bookkeepingerror.” v~ . .-
State Department officials dxspute
this interpretation, and other intelli- -
gence analysts argue that po credjble
evidence bas come our way to suggest '
that the Argentine nuclear program
— by far the most extensive in Latin
America -— has been diverting xm-
clear fuel to produce a bomb. - -
That brouhahe among spooks may
be academic; as Philip Boffey of The -

New York Times reports, Argentina = -
mires its own uranium and is build. -

ing a plant that could turn out bomb
material with pobody the wiser. -
Here comes the controversy: Since

" Algentina refuses to sign the Nuclear

“Non-Proliferation Treaty, should the
United States help that nation develop -
its puclear potential by selling it

) heavywater and computexs?

“argues that our previous policy of; -
refusing to cooperate on anything nu-! "
clear with non-signing countries did|:

_ why, in the dead of night, with a two- i

Ve

_eral -‘Register, _

sterile all-or-nothing posture?
- That js the way the Reagan men '~

no. But the Reagan Administration, *

Y

not stop their development, and left - ¢
us with no connective tissue. Thatisj

paragmph announcement in the Fed- |
the U.S. recently]
-"slipped Buenos Aires 143 tons -of |
beavy water; now the Argies will at-

Jeast talk to us about safeguards.’ ‘."2'

Isn't some progress, and contact that |
might lead to. more, better than a

" slant the question to elicit a yes, but .
the answer is still no. Old détenteniks
still hope that trade and aid to foes
and friends will somehow make t.hem
dependent or grateful; that naive ap-

" proach does not work. The way to dis-

courage any nation not now a mem-

“ber of the nuclear club from building

a bomb is to bring our d:plomabc in-°
telligence and economic pressure to
bear tostopit.” :

~~~The temptation to & prwd_pepolgq‘..

- Blackmail? You bet. Is it unfair for
" the puclear nations to insist that otber
* pations stay out.of their club? Yes.:
' But the peed to stop the spread of mu-{ - .

recently numﬂ:ated in war, to
-atomic facilities to bomb production is
obvmus Argentines, vmh inflation ep- | .

vnth bankruptcy. With abundant coal‘ :
and hydroelectric energy resources, !

billions spent on atomic development]

are misdirected. They need our eco- -
. momic help; we should link that help to"

. their willingness ‘to join the nations.-
willing to submit to close mspectlonuf By

‘all atomic facilities. .- -.

:clear weapons into more hands over-
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‘media buildup, keep your.eye on Italo’

Argentina -is
which will be the military junta’ sGood
date is getting most of the international ;

o now - prepanng iur’
-democratic electwns pext . m ’

¢ Argentina- today is wit.h 1he Soviet

Union. If Professor Luder wins, the

U.S. will be bolding out its nudear car- |

roLs toaneutralist nation. .- .

"Fortunately, proliferation is’ ‘one of{

‘those rare cases in which superpower ;

*. interests are parallel. The U.S. should }

- join  with the: USS.R. in leaning

agmnstthepurmit of the bomb by the ! t

‘new government in Buenos Afres. Al- j

* though we will be competing with the :
Russians for influence in Argentina, on i

‘that subject Moscow and Washingtnn
can agree to a superpower pnorny
Keep the nuclear club exclusive, *

- The--same overriding’ canoem

should apply to our dealings with "

China, Jong & nuclear power, on mat- .

ters atomic. Foggy Bottom has been

smacking its lips at the prospect-of '

selling Westinghouse reactors to Pe- ¢

king. But China is helping -its ally, *

Pakistan, .build the Islamic bomb, -

and we cannot count on Israel to non- +

proliferate the Pakis as they did the -

Iragis. Before we agree to deal with

China, the U.S. should require a

promise of.safeguards on all its

atomic exports and bomb-making =
data to other nations, complete with -
international inspection of - Chinese |
csvilian nuclear facilities. - ->-i:

'-’F\rs\tlungsﬂrst The spread of mu- -~

clear weapons to additional nations is -

the.likeliest road to world war. The L

-U.S. Government -should make clear -

- to Argentina and other ailies thatour :
belp in atomic energy development is*? "
available only to countries wﬂlmg to. 1 ’

,pledge to forgoﬁae bomb. . .
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" Deed. Although the middieclass candi-| -

Luder, the Peronist candidate, who is " -

.inthepocketoftbeumons WhenPem-«

nists are allowed to run, they win; they, o
pioneered the *‘third position” in mte:-] .
' wmational affairs; over half the trade in;
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